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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Treasurer’s Report – December 2020

I suppose all photographers want to improve
their skills, even those who are professionals
or very experienced hobbyists. But there are
also those of us who are just beginning, or are
feeling stuck in place, who need a kickstart.
I read two articles recently that made a
huge impression on me. Both of these
articles came to me via Facebook, believe
it or not. I follow several photography
sites online and on Facebook that provide
a wealth of information. Okay, I admit it; I
am an “information junkie." I have over a thousand articles about
photography and photo editing on my computer. But I just want to
share some bits of these latest two.
The first is titled, “The One and Only Thing That Will Make Your
Photography Better,” written by John McIntre and posted on the
Digital Photography School website. Click here for the full article.
What I learned from this article is that being an “information junkie”
is not a good thing unless the knowledge gained is put into practice. I
spend (waste) so much time gathering information when what I need
to do is gather the knowledge and then stand up and go out with a
camera and practice what I have learned until it becomes natural and
repeatable.
“It’s easy to spend time consuming content and learning new things.
Some outlets, like YouTube, are designed to keep you consuming for
as long as possible – and long after you watched what you intended
to in the first place.
The problem is, when you go from tutorial to tutorial consuming
information indiscriminately, you are only part-learning it. Sure, the
theory is important, but knowing something isn’t the same thing as
being able to do it.”
Break this cycle. Information gathering is only halfway there.
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Respectfully Submitted
Mary O’Neill, 12/2/2020

selective of what you choose to photograph – or at least of what you
choose to share and add to your portfolio.
"Unfortunately, beautiful and photogenic aren’t always the same
thing. Rather than just pointing your camera towards anything that
looks pretty in hopes of capturing a good shot, slow down and spend
some time considering the scene. What do you wish to show through
the image? What’s the main subject? Is the subject easy to see? Can
you see a good composition? Does the light help the scene? Are there
any distracting elements? Is it worth a shot? These are all questions
you should ask yourself before pressing the shutter button as they
will make you more aware of what you’re photographing and force
you to slow down.”
I am so impressed by this that I will create a prompt card, including
these parts of both of the articles mentioned here, to read before
I go out to photograph in order to get my mind set to think like a
photographer.
Happy trails!

“Read/watch a tutorial — think about it a bit — read/watch another
tutorial — think about it a bit — rinse, lather, and repeat.”
The second article also came to me via Facebook. Its title is “7
Things You Can do to Make Your Images Look Better Today” by
Christian Hoiberg and posted on the Capture Landscapes website.
Click here for the full text. The article is directed toward landscape
photography, but the portion of it that impressed me is applicable to
all kinds of photography.
I have heard the adage that “a good photographer can make a good
photograph anywhere.” I do not believe that is entirely true. Here is
an excerpt from “7 things You Can do…”
“Not Everything Can be a Good Photo ...
"The most common mistake I see amongst beginning landscape
photographers is the urge to photograph everything you see. While
it is important to spend a lot of time photographing and learning to
know your camera, it’s equally important that you remain somewhat

Carol Krom, President
Coastal Photo Club
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MEMBER ACCOLADES
From Tom McCabe
I was fortunate enough to be named a Gold
Medalist during Professional Photographers
of America's 2020 International Photographic
Competition.
My images will be on display at the upcoming
Imaging USA, which this year will be held virtually
January 17-19, 2021. Imaging USA is one of
the largest annual conventions and expos for
professional photographers.
A panel of 36 eminent jurors from across the United
States selected the top photographs from over
5,000 total submitted entries at PPA headquarters
in Atlanta. Judged against a standard of excellence,
1,706 images were selected for the General
Collection and 865 (roughly 17 percent) were
selected for the esteemed Loan Collection—the
best of the best. The Loan Collection images will
all be published in the much-anticipated "Loan
Collection" book by Marathon Press.
The level of the award is determined by how many
of those four images receive the highest possible
honor: acceptance into the PPA Loan Collection,
which is displayed at photographic exhibitions,
conventions and other photography events. I
was named a Gold Medalist, meaning that two
of my four merited images entered the PPA Loan
Collection. In 2020, I was one of only 60 Gold
Medalists.

About PPA
Founded in 1868, Professional Photographers
of America (PPA) is the largest and longeststanding nonprofit photography trade
association. It currently helps 30,000
professionals elevate their craft and grow
their business with resources, protection,
and education, all under PPA’s core guiding
principle of bridging the gap between
photographers and consumers.
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FIELD TRIP CONTEST WINNERS
• November 2020

Long Exposure/Sunset at Atlantic Beach
Thank you Jeanne Julian, Tom McCabe, and Alan Welch for judging this contest. Complete results and
judges' comments for all entries are posted here (check your CPC email for the password).

1st Place (tie)
"Gone Fishin'" by Claire Hageman

1st Place (tie)
"Body Parts" by Doug Carawan

3rd Place (tie)
"Golden Surf" by Doug Carawan

3rd Place (tie)
"Splash" by Karl Mielenhausen
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NOVEMBER MINI-COMP WINNERS
• Theme: Autumn

2nd Place
" Autumn in Yosemite" by Tom McCabe

1st Place
"Autumn Falls" by Tom McCabe

3rd Place
" The Mill Pond" by Rick Gourley
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CPC FIELD TRIP
•Atlantic Beach

On Monday, November 16, seven members of the club met up at the Oceanana Pier
for our Long Exposure and Sunset field trip. Not the best conditions, tide was out, and
during the early part of trip not many breakers. Sunset was a pretty orange glow, but no
clouds or blue sky to go along with the sunset. We finished with a trip to El's Drive-In
for supper. We all had a good time and worked to get pictures even when conditions
were not perfect.
– Doug Carawan
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CPC FIELD TRIP
•Atlantic Beach

Member Photos – Doug Carawan
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CPC FIELD TRIP
•Atlantic Beach

Member Photos – Ken Haigler
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CPC FIELD TRIP
•Atlantic Beach

Member Photos – Robbin Haigler
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CPC FIELD TRIP
•Atlantic Beach

Member Photos – Carol Krom
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Interested in Publishing Your Photography?
Check out the Submittable Platform
by Jeanne Julian
Most writers are familiar
with using a platform called
Submittable for sending
their prose and poetry to
magazines and websites. But
did you know that it’s a great
resource for photographers,
too?
Just go to www.submittable.
com, and at the “Discover
Opportunities” page, type in “Photography” as the filtering tag. You’ll then see a list of publishers
that are seeking artistic photographs (and perhaps artwork in other media) to illustrate their literary
magazines, journals, and websites. For example, today I see that Red Rock Review Literary Journal is
looking for cover art. The Abstract Elephant magazine would like a photo essay. Storm of Blue Press
offers a $100 prize in its photography contest. And that’s just the beginning. You’ll also see a few
galleries and photography-only publications that are looking for images.
As you scroll through these submission opportunities, see if you can find examples of the kind of
photography the publication prefers, or the theme they propose. You don’t want to waste your time
sending a dramatic landscape to a magazine that usually uses funkier stuff. Pay attention, too, to
the guidelines so that you’ll forward an image sized and oriented to the necessary specifications.
Some publishers require processing fees to submit or to enter a contest, but you can find many
opportunities that are free of charge. Sometimes the publisher asks for a bio when you send your
photos, so it’s a good idea to prepare a short paragraph on your background. Your Submittable
account “stores” this for you, so you don’t need to reinvent the wheel each time, and you can change
the wording whenever you like.
If your photos are selected, you’ll have the pleasure of sharing your photography and knowing it’s
appreciated. In addition, you may end up with a few extra dollars in your pocket — a number of places
pay! And if your first efforts don’t succeed, shrug it off and try again. But don’t expect immediate
gratification. The review process can sometimes take months.
For instance, in September of 2019, I sent 10 images to Pearl River Quarterly, in response to a request
for photos related to the seasons. Over a year later, I received the good news that two of those images
were selected for inclusion in the Winter 2020 issue, to be released in December 2020. What’s more,
I’ll get a check ($50!) and a copy of the journal.
While in the near future the CPC may not be able to exhibit or hold major competitions in person, you
can still take advantage of online opportunities to get your photography out there. Submittable may
give you just the inspiration you need to stay invested in your practice of photography and connected
to the world through the arts.
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Flash Photography
Presentation
On Saturday, Nov. 21, Tom McCabe conducted a presentation on "Using Off Camera Flash" at
Glenburnie Park. Numerous members participated in learning about the equipment needed, how to
set up the equipment, camera settings, and the effects. This was a perfect opportunity for members to
learn hands-on with their own equipment. The weather was bright and sunny with temperatures mild
and pleasant under a pavilion.
– Tony Cruz
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ITEMS of INTEREST
Ever Happen to You? - Part 1
The November newsletter included a story,
“Ever Happen to You?” and a fortuitous shot
by Ken Haigler.
Only after he downloaded the image from
the camera, Ken said, had he recognized a
comical face in a boat motor hanging on a
wall — a sudden perception that makes the
picture more appealing.
He asked for similar experiences. Here’s
one: I like to shoot laundry hanging out to
dry. Attracted by the blue blanket and green
shutters in this scene, I snapped a picture on
the fly (my non-photographer friends were in
a hurry!) from a sidewalk far across the street
from the building. Only later, looking at the
image on my computer, did I notice the face
in the lower corner of the window.
That human detail, and the magic of serendipity, make this one of my favorite pictures of mine over the years
(don’t we all have our own favorites?). It also goes to show that “the best camera is the one you have with you,”
and also, “the best picture is the one you take,” even sometimes unintentionally.

– Jeanne Julian

Ever Happen to You? - Part 2
Your photo subject is more interested in
your gear than getting the photo taken.

– Ken Haigler
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

Coffee & Cameras Meeting – December 2

Members Present: Robbin Haigler, Marti Pitcairn, Tom Whelan, Karl Mielenhausen and Tony Cruz
We had a cool and crisp morning with our most hearty club members for the Coffee & Cameras
informal gathering. The sunny morning with a temperature of 38 degrees at 8:45 a.m. and a slight
breeze near the river had five members present by 9 a.m.

We quickly circled the cars to block some of the breeze, grabbed our chairs (and blankets for some)
and socially distanced ourselves for a time to discuss several topics of photographic interest. At the
conclusion of the meeting we took two photos (suggested by Tom) on Marti’s cell phone, and a little
‘photoshop magic’ by Robbin all five are present in the same photo.
Plans to meet in January and February outdoors will continue. Please check the Jan. 5 and Feb. 2
weekly email distributions for the most up-to-date information on the Jan. 6 and Feb. 3 gatherings.
Cancellation or adjustments in time may need to be made and information for these dates will be
shared at that time as weather conditions are monitored.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Dave Hilbert

Late Afternoon at Cape Lookout

Soaring Over the Waves

Gnatcatcher Caught in the Act

Last Catch of the Night
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Jeanne Julian

Brices Creek , N.C.

Snow in the Croatan
-16Coastal Photo Club Newsletter

•

New Bern, North Carolina

•

December 2020

ASPIRE • LEARN • DEVELOP
We are providing a
variety of opportunities
for our members with
the hope that each
member will find
something of interest.

The best way to improve your
photography is to get out and shoot.
All of our community service projects
are designed to help our members
learn.
We ha ve a lot of opportunities for
you to get involved. We hope to see
you at some of our many events.
Follow Coastal Photo Club on our Facebook page. Thank you,
Sue Williams, for being our administrator:
•

facebook.com/Coastal-Photo-Club-284769591540129

SEND US YOUR FIELD TRIP
PHOTOS
Chuck Colucci maintains our photo
gallery of Club field trips. If you go, or
have gone, on a field trip, send Chuck
a few images.
You can find the gallery on the club’s
website:
coastalphotoclub.com/prior-fieldtrips.html
or email info to Chuck at:
cpcfieldtrips@gmail.com

For best results size your images
at 150ppi and 1500 px on the long
edge. Chuck says he will resize your
images for you if you send him a .jpg
file.

Coastal Photo Club
(members only)
We also have a Facebook Group for members only. Join the
group and feel free to ask questions and/or advice from your
fellow pho  tographers, as well as share your images.
•

facebook.com/groups/402546217277888/

Also, please visit our club’s marketplace. Lots
of good Photography gear on sale:
•

coastalphotoclub.com/marketplace.html

-17Coastal Photo Club Newsletter

•

New Bern, North Carolina

•

December 2020

BUILD YOUR SKILLS
Coastal Photo Club
is a member of the
Photographic Society of America
•
•

asapphoto.com

Courses for members
Explore the PSA gallery

psa-photo.org

252.321.8888 • 3701 Charles Boulevard, Suite 100 • Greenvile
Hours: M-F 9-6 • Sa 9-5 • Closed Sunday
The 2020 Class Pass allows you to register for any
of our 20+ classes for FREE! Simply purchase a
Class Pass, browse our available classes online,
and register for as many as you would like. Your
Class Pass will have a unique code that can be
entered at checkout making your registration
absolutely FREE!

SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIRD PARK

Sylvan Heights Bird Park is a 501(c)(3) nonproﬁt organization.

Opportunity to see many rare bird species

MEMBER PHOTO GALLERY

Open Tuesday-Sunday | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
CLOSED MONDAYS

•

ADMISSION FEES:
• Adults (ages 13 to 61) $11
• Seniors (ages 62+) $10
• Children (ages 3 to 12) $8

•

Photopass $30

(in addition to the $39 membership fee)

Allows photographers special access to the aviary
park in Scotland Neck, NC.
shwpark.com
click on “Support Us,”
then click on the “Photopass” option.

Off
Coa ers a 15
stal
Pho % disco
to C
lub unt for
mem
bers

•

Submitted photos should be in .jpg ﬁle
format.

Please label your ﬁle with your name and
the title of your photo. Titles add context or
meaning to your photo. (Example: Jane Doe_
Fall Leaves.jpg).

Please send photos at 100ppi and 900 pixels
on longest side to Dave Hilbert (email address
available in CPC newsletter and emails)

DEC

29

January Newsletter Deadline:
December 29, 2020
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BENEFITS OF CPC MEMBERSHIP

GET IN TOUCH! JOIN THE CLUB!
•
•

• Web portfolio: Display and edit your portfolio at no charge on
the CPC web site.

coastalphotoclub.com
facebook.com/Coastal-PhotoClub-284769591540129/

• Competition: Challenge yourself and receive feedback on your
work through monthly competitions available only to members.
Two juried competitions annually.

Coastal Photo Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 585
New Bern, NC 28563-0585
cpcnewbern@gmail.com

• Instruction: In-house, hands-on workshops with experts and
novices, and presentations by visiting pros make meetings
interesting and useful.

Meetings: Unless otherwise announced, the
Coastal Photo Club meets on the second Saturday
of each month in the Basement Level, Centenary
United Methodist Church, 309 New Street, New
Bern, NC. Visitors and guests are welcome!

• Exhibit your work: The CPC is regularly invited to mount
exhibits in galleries and other public venues. Usually, you can
offer your prints for sale.
• Service: Give back to the community by doing what you
love. CPC members have the opportunity to volunteer as
photographers for local nonprofit events and organizations.
• Free newsletter: Our monthly newsletter offers photography tips
and event information. Submit your own images for publication.

COASTAL PHOTO CLUB
OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

• Field trips: Enhance and practice your skills in new settings.
Group travel makes it fun and affordable. Past trips include the
Great Smoky Mountains, Duke Gardens, Wilmington, and the
Pocosin Lakes Wildlife Refuge.

President

• Discounts: At redriverpaper.com/myclub, enter the club
code “coastal” when placing your order. The club also gets a
commission each time you order. Ballantyne Framing and Art in
New Bern offers a 15% artist discount to active CPC members.

Carol Krom

Vice President
Denis Szeba

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

Marketing & Public Relations Chairperson
Alan Welch

Coastal Photo Club News is the monthly newsletter emailed
free to members and friends of the CPC. Items highlighting
the activities of the club, news, opportunities, and awards, as
well as items related to the photography field submitted by
members are encouraged and welcomed. The experience
and accomplishments of our members are diverse, but we
encourage learning and sharing. Members’ photos for our
Club Gallery are especially encouraged.

Secretary

Pat Lineback

Treasurer

Mary O’Neill
Competition Committee:
Special Events/Community Service:
Skills Development Committee:
Public Education Committee:
Member-at-Large:
Member-at-Large:
Past President:

Deb Rothengast
Rick Meyer
Ken Haigler
Tom McCabe
Archie Lewis
Doug Carawan
John Steady

Editor: Dave Hilbert
All image rights reserved by the photographers.
Our newsletter was the recipient of the Small Club Division
First Place award in the Photographic Society of America
Newsletter Contest for 2013 and for 2014. In 2015 and 2018,
the CPC newsletter received an Honorable Mention in the
Large Club Division.
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