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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Caring For Your Equipment
These past months with the Social Distancing
and Stay-at-Home orders have been difficult.
One thing we should all have been doing
is using this time at home to cull and
process our photographs. And another is to
thoroughly clean all our equipment. Both of
these projects are more easily said than done.

And from “Step by Step How to Clean Camera Gear so it Stays in
Good Shape”, a post by: Daniel, also on the Digital Photography
School’s website:
“The good news about caring for your equipment is that it’s
relatively cheap to buy what you need. With so few things in
photography being cheap, this comes as a nice relief!”
digital-photography-school.com/clean-care-camera-gear/

There are as many ways to accomplish
these goals as there are photographers. Culling photos is a very
individual process. What photos should be kept can only be
determined by you, the photographer. There are many ways to
mark photos for deletion in photo editing software. You must
experiment and find the one that works for you.

Camera Sensor

Cleaning equipment is another matter. Generally there is a right
way to clean your lenses, camera, and camera sensor. Here are
some links to articles that describe the best way to clean your
equipment.

“What is sensor dust?

Lenses
From “How to Clean Your Lens and Filters” By Todd Vorenkamp
posted on B&H Photography:
"Let's start with some facts:

How to Clean Camera Sensors: The Secret to Safely and Effectively
Cleaning Sensor Dust:
adorama.com/alc/0013666/article/The-Secret-of-Effectively-andSafely-Cleaning-Your-Digital-Camera-Sensor-Yourself
The term sensor dust is used to describe the particles or elements
that enter a camera and stick to its sensor. This usually happens
when the camera user exposes the sensor by removing the body
cap or switching lenses.
Camera sensors are dust magnets and notoriously prone to dust
buildup if you’re not careful, so you will inevitably have to clean
your camera’s sensor every so often, or once you start to discern
those annoying spots on your photos.”
Links to other articles about sensor cleaning:

•

Dirty optics can and will affect your image quality.

•

There are correct methods and tools to clean lens and filter
optics.

•

There are incorrect methods and tools to clean lens and filter
optics.

•

There's a great deal of information available on the topic of
lens cleaning—some of it conflicting.

So, let's try to keep things simple, and find the best and safest way
to get your lenses clean, so that you can spend more time making
photographs and less time on cleaning chores.”
bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/howclean-your-lens-and-filters

Camera
From “How to Clean Your Photography Gear and Keep it in Good
Shape” a post by Ivo Guimaraes on Digital Photography School’s
website:
“Treat your camera like a soldier treats his gun, keep it clean and
ready to fire!”
digital-photography-school.com/how-to-clean-your-photographygear-and-keep-it-in-good-shape/

digital-photography-school.com/how-to-clean-your-camerasensor-in-3-easy-steps/
naturettl.com/clean-cameras-sensor/

Carol Krom, President
Coastal Photo Club
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CPC
Scavenger Hunt
12 Topics, 7 Cameras, 2½ hours: CPC Members Enjoy Photography Scavenger Hunt
It being a Saturday, the city was lively, with Middle
and part of Pollock Streets open to pedestrians only, and
restaurants providing outdoor café service. No doubt this
pandemic-prompted al fresco arrangement helped the
photographers with the “Portrait of a Stranger” and “Liquid”
assignments, including a willing canine subject and a handy
glass of wine. Historic homes and antique shops offered a
taste of “Americana,” while “Nature” abounded in New
Bern’s parks and gardens. In the heat, there was an issue of
steamy eyeglasses when masks were necessary for public
health, but that didn’t interfere with the photographers’
focus on creating crystal-clear images.

by Jeanne Julian
On a warm summer evening, seven CPC members
gathered at the downtown New Bern Welcome Center—The
Cub House—cameras in hand. The challenge: a grown-up
scavenger hunt with a photographic twist. Each participant
was provided with a list indicating a subject or technique to
capture, within temporal and geographic boundaries. With
an hour-and-a-half to shoot, photographers could explore
from Pollock Street to the Trent River, and from Hancock
Street to the Neuse River, inspired by these 12 prompts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yellow
Detail
Liquid
Black & White
Negative Space
Rust/Corrosion
Frame in a Frame
Portrait of a Stranger
Intentional Camera Movement
Nature
Americana
Dutch Angle

At seven o’clock, time was up! The group reassembled in
a field beside the Neuse River, refreshed by welcome shade
and a breeze. They talked about which topics they found
most challenging—“Negative Space” among them—and
which were the most fun. Everyone found useful, for future
reference, the exchange of ideas about how to “think outside
the box.”
In addition to Robbin and Kim, also participating in
the scavenger hunt were Rick Gourley, Ken Haigler, Robert
Hendrix, Jeanne Julian, and Mary O’Neill. They are each
invited to submit two of their best images from the outing
to a just-for-fun digital competition, judged by a few other
members of the club.

There were a few questions about that last topic, which
was explained satisfactorily, but during the hunt more than
one participant thought, 'What was that again?' and referred
to the internet for clarification. That’s one of the benefits
of these Photo Club group activities: you always learn
something new!
“These club sponsored trips are always planned to
have fun with other members, try something new and for
all skill levels,” said Robbin Haigler, who organized the
outing. “It’s a bonus if everyone learns something new about
their camera, photography in general, or even another club
member.“
Some ventured forth on their own, others went together.
CPC member Kim Sawyer volunteered as a mentor, also
enjoying her own efforts at interpreting the topics.

- Photo by Robbin Haigler
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CPC Scavenger Hunt
Photos By: Rick Gourley

"House at 212"

"Reflection"

"Twisted Perception"
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CPC Scavenger Hunt
Photos By: Mary O'Neill

"Two Panes"

"My Heart on Display"

"Rusty Joints"
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CPC Scavenger Hunt
Photos By: Mary O'Neill

"Former What?"

"Liquid Reflection"
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"JUST FOR FUN" CONTEST WINNERS
• June 2020

Scavenger Hunt in New Bern
Our second outing after Governor Cooper relaxed the stay at home order to contain COVID-19. Members met in
downtown New Bern and, while maintaining social distancing, went on a scavenger hunt.
Thank you Frank Davis, Tom McCabe, and Alan Welch for judging this contest. You all have provided very helpful
comments.

1st Place

"Waiting for a Breeze"
by Robbin Haigler

2nd Place (tie)
"Room with a View"
by Mary O'Neill

2nd Place (tie)
"Sassy Sisters"
by Jeanne Julian
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Abstracts in Downtown New Bern:
Finding Art in the Ordinary
by Jeanne Julian
To do that, you need to slow down a little.

The abstracts-themed photography outing on June
17 was blessed with ideal weather: overcast, no rain,
and not too hot. This was the first in what is hoped
to be a series of closer-to-home field trips, open to all
members, that allow for “physical distancing" while
still practicing skills and sharing experience.

“You run out of time in a hurry,” said Chuck, at
the end of a two-hour wander. Chuck has had lots of
practice with this kind of photography, from a longtime
focus on creating fascinating images of rust and
corrosion.

A link to a helpful tip sheet was offered for anyone
who might not have been familiar with a photographic
approach to abstracts, introduced as “a method of
expressing ideas and emotions with photographed
image elements without the intention of creating a
traditional or realistic image.” (Think of works by such
famous painters as Robert Delaunay, Jackson Pollock,
Robert Motherwell, or Vassily Kandinsky.)

The “abstracts” theme also encouraged other
experienced photographers to try something new—
one of the important objectives of CPC field trips.
For instance, Robert pursued shots that emphasized
textures. Robbin experimented with a macro lens for
the first time. Likewise, Jeff said he brought along a
Lensbaby that he’d had for ten years and never used.
Reassembling in the parking lot, the group talked
about how much fun they’d had with the theme. “I love
it!” Marty said.

An enthusiastic
group of CPC members
gathered—not too close—
in a downtown New Bern
parking lot. Then off they
went, independently
seeking out textures,
patterns, colors, and shapes
to awaken creativity.

Participants will be invited to submit anonymously
two of their best images to an online competition.
At some point, the club may also be able to share a
slideshow of representative images from the outing.

Participants included
Chuck Colucci, Bob Dumon,
Robbin Haigler, Ken
Haigler, Robert Hendrix,
Jeanne Julian, Howard
Trip Leader Robbin Haigler Neviser, Marty Pitcairn, and
Jeff Sherman.

A downtown photography scavenger hunt was also
held in June. Field trip coordinator Robbin welcomes
ideas to add to those she has in mind for future
activities that can be enjoyed by all with health and
safety precautions in place.

The city offered many nooks and byways to explore
without having to go far afield. One of the advantages
of trying this style is that you can find subjects
anywhere. The trick is to see the familiar—old facades,
construction materials, shop windows, reflections,
shadows, plant life—in an original way, by moving in
super close, trying an unusual angle, or manipulating
the scene.
Most photographers can see interest in a landscape
right away, but the benefit of creating abstracts is that
it gets you to look more carefully, pare out the excess,
and discover and reveal interest in detail and design.
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"JUST FOR FUN" CONTEST WINNERS
• June 2020

Abstracts in New Bern
Our first outing after Governor Cooper relaxed the stay at home order to contain COVID-19. Members met in
downtown New Bern and, while maintaining social distancing, they searched for abstract subjects to photograph.
As one of our judges reminds us, quoting Wikipedia, “Abstract art uses visual language of shape, form, color, and
line to create a composition which may exist with a degree of independence from visual references in the world.”
You already know that art is subjective. Of all the art forms, abstract art is probably the most subjective. One
person can be mesmerized by an image while another can't wait to move on. Our judges did a great job in
explaining why they gave each image the score it received.
Thank you Kimberly Sawyer, Dennis Szeba, and Alan Welch for judging this contest.

1st Place (tie)

"That Day At the Pond"
by Marty Pitcairn

1st Place (tie)
"Fairy Tale Dream"
by Marty Pitcairn

1st Place (tie)

"Mesmerizing Marina Mirror"
by Jeanne Julian
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MEMBER ACCOLADES
Jeanne Julian's photo, "Nurse, Remedios, Cuba" will be included in the next Iris Literary Journal.
According to the editors the theme for this summer issue is "purity: innocence, idealism, fidelity,
goodness, honesty, ...virtuousness."
This photo was taken in spring 2019 just before the U.S. imposed even tighter restrictions on travel to
Cuba, which, sadly, prevents American cruise ships from visiting there and eliminates "people to people"
educational group tours. However, it looks like Road Scholar, which organized the visit, still offers some
of their trips, including a "birding" one, for all you nature photographers. Of course, at this point the
pandemic is limiting international travel.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Robbin Haigler
Although the June photo trips had specific goals
in mind, I used the opportunity to shoot only my
macro lens in hopes of learning a little more about
it during the Abstracts shoot. It turns out they were
more 'close-ups' than abstract, but still had fun
working with it. The scavenger hunt provided some
opportunities to search critically/creatively and play
a little in post processing. Both trips were enjoyable
with great company!

Portrait of a Stranger

Americana
-11Coastal Photo Club Newsletter
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Paul Gemperline

Coronavirus flower - aka buttonbush
Taken in Greensboro NC, June 23, Canon 100mm f/2.8L macro IS
@ f/9.0 1/320s, EOS 6D. In this composition I used a combination
of backlighting from the reflection of a cloud and blue sky in the
pond and overhead sunlight filtered through the forest canopy to
highlight the intricate structure of this unique flower. I chose a crop
that included blossoms in various stages of maturity but had a hard
time choosing this over a close-in crop of the mature blossom.

Bug portfolio
It's amazing to me to observe the beauty and diversity of these
tiny creatures and ponder the necessary functioning biological
systems and processes they possess to sustain their populations.
Recent studies are showing dramatic declines in insect
populations worldwide (google "insect catastrophe"), a cause for
grave concern. All shots were taken outdoors at mid-day with a
Canon EOS 6D, 100mm f/2.8L macro IS @ f/11.0, 1/200s, a Bolt
2-head flash at full power, manual exposure, and a home-made
diffuser with a large overhang to eliminate direct sunlight.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Paul Gemperline

Clary sage
A field of clary sage under cultivation for essential oil extraction at sunset in
eastern NC. Clary sage is a perennial in the genus Salvia. The first shot was
taken with a Canon 16-35mm F/4L @ 16mm1/40 s, ISO 400 at f/22.0 to create
a sunset starburst. The other two shots were taken with a 100mm f/2.8L macro
IS lens. I arranged the photos in a progression of increasing close-up detail to
help give the viewer a sense of the scope and beauty of these flowers.

Mimosa flowers
All shots taken with Canon 100mm f/2.8L macro IS and EOS 6D. I love the texture of
these flowers. The first two shots were taken outdoors in natural light at f/11.0 for a good
depth of field at a high shutter speed (1/320s to 1/400s) and a relatively high ISO to
stop action because it was a windy day. The last shot at higher magnification was taken
indoors, hand-held at 1/60s, f/11.0 with a bounce flash to freeze motion blur and achieve
a crisp focus.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Thomas Dawson

I bought a new lens recently and
have been playing with it in my
backyard. These images are the
best thus far with this lens. One has
great lighting on the subject, and
the other was cropped in tighter
during processing from a different
image taken during this shooting
session.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Doug Carawan

Long exposure sunrise Oceanana Pier.
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY
Photos By:

Dave Hilbert

Someone's Hungry. Someone's Grumpy.

Pelican Escort
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ITEMS of INTEREST
FIELD TRIPS
&
UPCOMING OUTINGS
Thursday, July 23 | 9-10:30 a.m.

CPC Annual Meeting
August 11, 2020

The club's Annual Meeting is coming up soon.
Every year at this meeting, we elect CPC officers
for the following year. This year we will most
likely meet via Zoom unless something changes
with the COVID-19 virus restrictions.
The officers to be elected are:
• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer

Flower Photography
Tryon Palace Gardens
Flowers will be our main subject, but let’s use this
opportunity to really make our photos stand out,
perhaps create something unique and inspiring – you
know, that ‘wow’ factor! Using this article as our resource
we’ll get outdoors with a few photo buddies and try (or
learn) something new for you.

Details and sign-up

Our nominating committee consists of:
• Doug Carawan, Chairperson
• Dennis Szeba
• Simon Lock
If you wish to run for any of these offices,
please contact one of the committee members.
(Contact info can be found in the Pictorial
Membership Directory).

Treasurer’s Report

Monday, July 27 | 7-9 p.m.

• March-June 2020
BEGINNING BALANCE:

Brock's Mill Pond

$ 4,804.76

DEPOSITS:
Membership

We’ll continue our photo outings with COVID-19 safety
in mind while getting out in nature not too far from New
Bern! Nothing soothes the soul like taking time to enjoy
a sunset. Join us in Trenton to check out this scenic
setting with a new boardwalk, the cypress trees, pond
and grist mill.

Details and sign-up

$ 30.00

SUB TOTAL:

$ 4,834.76

EXPENSES:
Weebly Account - 1 year
Viewers Choice - Gift Card
US Postal Service - PO Box
ENDING BALANCE:

$47.88
$53.94
$118.00
$ 4,614.94

NURSING HOME BALANCE:

$404.47

AVAILABLE CLUB BALANCE:

$ 4,210.47

Respectfully Submitted
Mary O’Neill, 6/29/2020
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ASPIRE • LEARN • DEVELOP
We are providing a
variety of opportunities
for our members with
the hope that each
member will find
something of interest.
The best way to improve your
photography is to get out and shoot.
All of our community service projects
are designed to help our members
learn.
We have a lot of opportunities for you
to get involved. We hope to see you
at some of our many events.
Follow Coastal Photo Club on our Facebook page. Thank you,
Sue Williams, for being our administrator:
•

facebook.com/Coastal-Photo-Club-284769591540129

SEND US YOUR FIELD TRIP
PHOTOS
Chuck Colucci maintains our photo
gallery of Club field trips. If you go, or
have gone, on a field trip, send Chuck
a few images.
You can find the gallery on the club’s
website:
coastalphotoclub.com/prior-fieldtrips.html
or email info to Chuck at:
cpcfieldtrips@gmail.com
For best results size your images
at 150ppi and 1500 px on the long
edge. Chuck says he will resize your
images for you if you send him a .jpg
file.

Coastal Photo Club
(members only)
We also have a Facebook Group for members only. Join the
group and feel free to ask questions and/or advice from your
fellow photographers, as well as share your images.

Also, please visit our club’s marketplace. Lots
of good Photography gear on sale:

•

•

facebook.com/groups/402546217277888/

coastalphotoclub.com/marketplace.html
-18-
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BUILD YOUR SKILLS
Coastal Photo Club
is a member of the
Photographic Society of America
•
•

asapphoto.com

Courses for members
Explore the PSA gallery

psa-photo.org

252.321.8888 • 3701 Charles Boulevard, Suite 100 • Greenvile
Hours: M-F 9-6 • Sa 9-5 • Closed Sunday
The 2020 Class Pass allows you to register for any
of our 20+ classes for FREE! Simply purchase a
Class Pass, browse our available classes online,
and register for as many as you would like. Your
Class Pass will have a unique code that can be
entered at checkout making your registration
absolutely FREE!

SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIRD PARK
Sylvan Heights Bird Park is a 501(c)(3) nonproﬁt organization.

Opportunity to see many rare bird species
Open Tuesday-Sunday | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
CLOSED MONDAYS

UPCOMING CPC MEETING DATES
FOR 2020 (tentative)

ADMISSION FEES:
• Adults (ages 13 to 61) $11
• Seniors (ages 62+) $10
• Children (ages 3 to 12) $8

Photopass $30

(in addition to the $39 membership fee)

Allows photographers special access to the aviary
park in Scotland Neck, NC.
shwpark.com
click on “Support Us,”
then click on the “Photopass” option.

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

August 11
September 12
October 17*
November 14 (Fall Print Competition)
December 12 (Holiday Party)

*date changed to third Saturday due to Mumfest

Off
Coa ers a 15
stal
Pho % disco
to C
lub unt for
mem
bers

MEMBER PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
•

Submitted photos should be in .jpg ﬁle format.

•

Please label your ﬁle with your name and the title
of your photo. Titles add context or meaning to
your photo. (Example: Jane Doe_Fall Leaves.jpg).

•

Please send photos at 100ppi and 900 pixels
on longest side to Dave Hilbert (email address
available in CPC newsletter and emails)
-19-
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BENEFITS OF CPC MEMBERSHIP

GET IN TOUCH! JOIN THE CLUB!
•
•

• Web portfolio: Display and edit your portfolio at no charge

on the CPC web site.

coastalphotoclub.com
facebook.com/Coastal-PhotoClub-284769591540129/

• Competition: Challenge yourself and receive feedback on

your work through monthly competitions available only
to members. Two juried competitions annually.

Coastal Photo Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 585
New Bern, NC 28563-0585

• Instruction: In-house, hands-on workshops with experts

and novices, and presentations by visiting pros make
meetings interesting and useful.

Meetings: Unless otherwise announced, the
Coastal Photo Club meets on the second Saturday
of each month in the Basement Level, Centenary
United Methodist Church, 309 New Street, New
Bern, NC. Visitors and guests are welcome!

• Exhibit your work: The CPC is regularly invited to mount

exhibits in galleries and other public venues. Usually, you
can offer your prints for sale.

• Service: Give back to the community by doing what you

love. CPC members have the opportunity to volunteer
as photographers for local nonprofit events and
organizations.

• Free newsletter: Our monthly newsletter offers

COASTAL PHOTO CLUB
OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

photography tips and event information. Submit your own
images for publication.

• Field trips: Enhance and practice your skills in new

settings. Group travel makes it fun and affordable. Past
trips include the Great Smoky Mountains, Duke Gardens,
Wilmington, and the Pocosin Lakes Wildlife Refuge.

President
Carol Krom
252-249-0511

• Discounts: At redriverpaper.com/myclub, enter the club

code “coastal” when placing your order. The club also gets
a commission each time you order. Ballantyne Framing
and Art in New Bern offers a 15% artist discount to active
CPC members.

Vice President
& Marketing & Public Relations Chairperson
Alan Welch
919-616-6782

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

Secretary

Coastal Photo Club News is the monthly newsletter emailed
free to members and friends of the CPC. Items highlighting
the activities of the club, news, opportunities, and awards, as
well as items related to the photography field submitted by
members are encouraged and welcomed. The experience
and accomplishments of our members are diverse, but we
encourage learning and sharing. Members’ photos for our
Club Gallery are especially encouraged.

Bob Dumon
252-349-7931

Treasurer
Mary O’Neill
252-652-7134
Competition Committee:
Special Events/Community Service:
Skills Development Committee:
Public Education Committee:
Member-at-Large:
Member-at-Large:

Sue Williams
Rick Meyer
Ken Haigler
Tom McCabe
Archie Lewis
Jeanne Julian

All image rights reserved by the photographers.
Our newsletter was the recipient of the Small Club Division
First Place award in the Photographic Society of America
Newsletter Contest for 2013 and for 2014. In 2015 and 2018,
the CPC newsletter received an Honorable Mention in the
Large Club Division.
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