
SPRING and FALL Competition Rules  
Revised March 2, 2017 

Major Club Competition 
Full club competitions will be held twice a year, in the Spring and in the Fall. For the 
spring competition, all photographs must have been taken no earlier than 1 January of 
the previous calendar year. For the fall competition, the date that the photograph was 
taken does not matter. Normally, two non-member judges will judge Full Club 
Competitions. 

The following rules shall apply: 
➢ The entrants will have their choice of two classifications, intermediate and 

advanced, in which to enter. There will be winners for each category, (color, 
monochrome, digital manipulation), in each class. After the six individual winners 
are chosen, a “BEST IN SHOW” award winner will be selected from the six 
category winners. For the first year only, you may enter in either class but 
choose carefully, all your subsequent entries will be in that class. Members who 
choose to start in the advanced class may not enter into the intermediate class in 
the future. Also, if you choose to start in the intermediate class, you will stay 
there until you have two (2) entries that win their category in the competition. At 
that point you will be automatically moved into the advanced level. We feel 
dividing the competition in this way will give everyone a chance to compete 
fairly. 

➢ Only currently paid members of the Coastal Photo Club may enter photographs in 
the full club competitions. 

➢ The entrant must have made the original exposure(s) using traditional film or  
digital techniques. 

➢ Up to three (3) entries are allowed per person for each of three categories for a 
total of nine entries per person per competition. 

➢ Prints may be home or commercially processed and mounted. 
➢ Prints must be mounted on a stiff backboard (such as foam-core board or stiff  

cardboard) measuring either 11x14 or 16x20. Print sizes are unrestricted on these 
size mounts. Mats, conventional or digital, are optional. Mount sizes other than 
specified here will not be accepted for competition. 

➢ No glass, plastic or other covering material may be used, nor any frame or hanging 
device of any kind. 

The categories are defined as follows: “Color”, “Monochrome”, and “Digital 
Manipulation.” 
COLOR– Photographs in this category must look like a realistic color photograph taken 
straight from the camera. Indeed, entries may be straight from the camera or they may 
be processed to any extent with any digital darkroom program. This allows for adding, 
removing and manipulation of objects (cloning people in or out, adding or removing 



clouds, trees, poles, or backgrounds), and making composites of multiple photographs 
to create one (as long as all photographs used in the composting process were original 
exposures of the entrant). Entries in this category should appear as realistic 
photographs and any manipulations should not be obvious to the viewer. 

MONOCHROME (including black and white, duotones, and tri-tones) – 
Photographs in this category must look like a realistic photograph taken straight from 
the camera. Indeed, entries may either be straight from the camera (processed only to 
the extent to make them mono-, duo-, or tritones) or they may be processed to any 
extent with any digital darkroom program. This allows for adding, removing and 
manipulation of objects (cloning people in or out, adding or removing clouds, trees, 
poles, or backgrounds), and making composites of multiple photographs to create one 
(as long as all photographs used in the composting process were original 
exposures of the entrant). Entries in this category should appear as realistic 
photographs and any manipulations should not be obvious to the viewer. 

DIGITAL MANIPULATION - Photographs in this category should appear “removed 
from reality” or “works of art.” They should show obvious manipulations of a digital 
darkroom program influenced by the artistic creativity of the photographer—this 
includes HDR and effects that make the photo look like a painting. Entries may be 
entirely abstract in nature, or they may appear realistic but contain surrealistic 
components that would lead the viewer to believe that it could not have been captured 
with a camera (substitution of an Oreo cookie for the moon, fireflies as street lamps, 
eyes for windows, and the like). 

If there is any question or challenge as to which category a photograph belongs in, the 
Competition Committee members present will make the determination (applying 
existing criteria established by these rules). 
For those competing in the Digital Manipulation category, please attach to your email 
the ORIGINAL photo/digital file—before any changes were made.  In the case of a 
composite, attach each photo used to make the final image. 

RULES (Continued from above) 
➢ In the upper right corner on the back of the mounting board, entrants are required 

to write the name of the image, the category and the name of the entrant.  The 
location of this information will determine the orientation of the photo when shown 
to the judges. Do not write anything on the front of the photo. 

➢ Each person will designate, on the list provided, the number of photographs  
entered per category. Place photographs on the table for that category for viewing 
by judges and those present. 

➢ Those viewing the photos (members and guests) are asked to refrain from 
commenting out loud on the photos so as not to influence the judges. 

➢ Members and guests will be seated in the area behind the judging seats. It is asked 
that quiet be maintained throughout the judging. 

➢ Judges are asked to critique the photos if there is time. 



➢ Once an image has won a First, Second, or Third Place, or an Honorable Mention 
in a major CPC competition, such image, or substantially the same image, may not  
be entered again in any CPC competitions. 

➢ The number of awards will be based on the number of exhibitors (entrants) 
participating in a given category, and not on the number of entries (photographs) in 
each category. The numbers of prizes are as follows: 

One entrant:   First Place 
Two entrants:   First Place and one Honorable Mention 
Three entrants:   First Place, Second Place, 1 HM 
Four entrants:   First Place, Second Place, 2 HM 
Five entrants:   First Place, Second Place, Third Place, 2 HM 
Six or more entrants: First Place, Second Place, Third Place, 3 HM 


