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The fall print competition is behind us and

| want to thank Gen and the competition
committee for organizing an excellent event.
We had good participation with 22% of our
members submitting at least one print.

In looking at the 12 Elements of a Merit Print
(put out by PPA as a guideline and available
on our website), we realize that, at best,

only one of those elements is objective,

and that is technical excellence. The rest are
subjective and at the interpretation of the
judges.

While we strive to choose judges who are
consistent and can explain their scores, we
need to understand this and accept it for
what it is. Hopefully, you learn something
from each judge, whether you agree with
their scores or not. | have found it helpful
to engage them (and fellow club members)
individually afterwards for additional
feedback and tips.

I'll repeat what Tom McCabe wrote in his
president’s message, some 10 years ago:
Don't be intimidated by what others are
doing; be inspired by what others are doing
instead.

Our club is fortunate to have members with

a wide range of interests and talents. Some
may say we are too focused on competitions
(both print and mini-comps) and not for
people who just want to use photography for
personal enjoyment.

So I'm asking you to help me and the
executive board to embrace every person
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who walks through the door and joins us.
Encourage them not to be intimidated by
the talent in our club or the gear used, but
simply to enjoy some beautiful photographs
and maybe tap into that talent to get answers
to questions they might have asked.

We are planning a variety of workshops

and photo outings that are “just for fun”. We
encourage all members to join us on some of
the trips. No one needs fancy photography
equipment, and there is no competition
among those who participate (but we would
like to see your images). Let’s all work hard

at making our new members feel like they
belong - because they do.

Our next meeting is our annual potluck
brunch social. We have no formal programes,
but it is nevertheless a great opportunity to
talk photography and introduce your non-
member spouse to the club. Please go to the
Sign-Up Genius page to let us know you are
coming and what you are bringing.

Keep watching for our Tuesday morning
emails. That is your ticket to staying informed
about club happenings.
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Dark Piper
by Alan Welch
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Soaring for Lunch Starry Night
by James Colucci by Karl Mielenhausen

Mattamuskeet Sunrise Bassic Black
by Karl Mielenhausen by Joe Barta IV
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Bison In The Morning Mist
by Wanda Rodriguez

Soul in the Key of Dee
by Steve Spaanbroek

If Grief Were a Dahlia
by Genevieve Rudock
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From thelMembers

How the Heck Did You Get That Shot?
(And Yes, We Want to Know)

by Genevieve Rudock,
Competition Committee Chair

Let's face it, we all love seeing each other's work,
right? But between competition entries and the
occasional Facebook post, we're only getting a
tiny peek at the amazing creativity hiding in our
club. I know | want more, and | bet you do too.

So, to share more images and see just how fun,
creative, and perhaps slightly unhinged our
members can be, the competition committee is
launching a new event called: "How did you get
that shot?"

Here's the deal: whenever you snap a photo that
you think is particularly fun, interesting, creative,
hard to get (or all, none, or any combination

of the above - seriously, any photo works), and
you're willing to spill the beans on how you did it,
email it to me.

Send me the picture and a brief description of
your process. You can include technical info (for
the gearheads among us), creative inspiration,
location scouting secrets, or any other juicy
details pertinent to the image's creation. Think
of it as a behind-the-scenes tell-all, minus the
lawyers expose.

Our inaugural image, presented by our
fearless past vice president Doug Carawan, is a
particularly wild one.

Doug recalls his image (with maybe a little
dramatic flair):

"We were deep in the back part of the jungle
on a 'relaxing' cruise. Wild animals of all types
were everywhere. We genuinely feared for our
lives. Then we heard this blood-curdling scream

for help and saw a young man hanging on for
dear life! As others were frantically trying to shoo
the lions/tigers/bears oh my, away, | had one
goal: get the shot.

"I had my gear dialed in for the life-or-death
conditions: ISO 2200 for plenty of light (and
speed), a shutter speed of 1/1250 to freeze the
sheer panic of the situation, and /5.0 on my
Nikon Z6 with an 18-140 Nikon D lens (which, |
confess, | added in Photoshop later - don't judge
my commitment to the story).

"Honestly, only by being blessed with a great
captain were we able to return to the dock
at... [dramatic pause]... Disney's Magic Kingdom.

"All adjustments were made in Lightroom. No
tourists were harmed in the making of this
photograph (probably)."

Got a story that rivals Doug's? Send me your shots
and your tales of photographic fun, excitement,
creativity, experiment or any image you want to
reveal: How the heck did you get that shot. We
can't wait to see them.
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Member Gallery - Chuck Brant

Pamlico Rural Decay Field Trip
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Member Gallery - Doug Carawan

Beaufort Pirate Invasion
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Member Gallery - Doug Carawan

Pamlico Rural Decay Field Trip
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Member Gallery - Dave Hilbert

Shackleford Banks (11/10/25)

Photos taken with a Sigma 150-600mm lens
(minimum distance 300mm)
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Member Gallery - Ron Hollomon

Rodeo in Williamston

SWE BUTLD THE
SPURS,YOU WIN §
THE BUCKLES"

Photo by Rem Holloman

Phota By Ron Holloman

B v This set of images were taken at a rodeo at the Senator
Bob Martin Eastern Ag Center in Williamston this
month. | used a 70-200 2.8 Canon RF lens on my Ré
mirrorless camera. This set of images were all shot at
1/640 sec, 3.2, ISO 8000 with AWB.

You can see in this series of images, the bull rider
getting thrown off the bull and then see the beast try to
trample and gore the rider until the bull fighter comes
in and pushes the animal away. Luckily the bull rider
walks away mostly unharmed. - Ron Hollomon

Photo By Ron Hollemdn
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Member Gallery - Bill Neilson

Pamlico Rural Decay Field Trip
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Member Gallery - Jeff Sherman

Pamlico Rural Decay Field Trip

-14-

Coastal Photo Club ¢ New Bern, North Carolina e« November 2025



Member Gallery - Allen Stroud

Pamlico Rural Decay Field Trip
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Treasurer’s Report

October 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE: $7.167.81

DEPOSITS: $150.00
Membership Renewals (10/1/25) $150.00

EXPENSES: $124.70
Speaker, Erin Kerns (10/6/25) $75.00
Workshop, Erin Kerns (10/6/25) $25.00
Constant Contact (9712/25) $24.70

ENDING BALANCE: $7.167.81

AVAILABLE FUNDS: $7.193.11

Submitted by Diana Snyder 11/12/25

CPC Newsletter Archive

thousand Words

Missed a previous issue?
The last 12 months of CPC
Newsletters are available
online.

A Thousand Words is the
|| monthly digital newsletter
2 emailed free to members

and friends of the CPC. Items
highlighting the activities of the club, news,
opportunities, and awards, as well as member-
submitted items related to the photography field
are encouraged and welcomed. The experience
and accomplishments of our members are
diverse, but we encourage learning and sharing.
Members' photos for our club gallery are
especially encouraged. All image rights reserved
by the photographers.

About the Photographic Society
of America (PSA)

The Photographic Society

of America (PSA) founded
PSA in 1934, is a world-wide
Photographic organization providing

Society of

] abundant resources for
America

photographers, from the
novice to the professional.

Membership is in over 80 countries, 5,000
members, 460 Camera Clubs and 11 Chapters
across the United States.

Coastal Photo Club is a member of PSA. A
benefit we are receiving is a professional judge
evaluating/critiquing the monthly mini comps.
Members are finding these comments quite
helpful with their images as well as images of
others in the competition.

You may want to consider joining this
organization as an individual as a viable
option in training for you. Annual individual
digital membership is only $45. Benefits of
membership include:

Study Groups

Online Photography Classes
Webinars

Personal Gallery Page
Individual Competitions
Member Discounts
PSA-Recognized Exhibitions
Photography Recognition
Society Recognition
Monthly Journal

Mentors and Consultants

Visit PSA Online or Facebook

-16-
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About the Coastal Photo Club
Aspire ® Learn ¢ Develop
We provide a variety of opportunities for our members with the hope

that each member will find something of interest. The best way to
improve your photography is to get out and shoot. All of our activities

and community service projects are designed to help our members learn.

There are a lot of experiences for you to get involved in. We hope to see
you at some of them.

Member Benefits

* Web Portfolio: Display and edit your portfolio at no charge on the CPC
web site.

e Competition: Challenge yourself and receive feedback on your work
through monthly competitions available only to members. Two juried
competitions annually.

e Instruction: In-house, hands-on workshops with experts and novices,
and presentations by visiting pros make meetings interesting and useful.

e Exhibit Your Work: The CPC is regularly invited to mount exhibits in
galleries and other public venues. Usually, you can offer your prints for
sale.

e Service: Give back to the community by doing what you love. CPC
members have the opportunity to volunteer as photographers for local
nonprofit events and organizations.

e Free Newsletter: Our monthly newsletter offers photography tips and
event information. Submit your own images for publication.

e Field Trips: Enhance and practice your skills in new settings. Group
travel makes it fun and affordable. Past trips include Historical North
Carolina towns, nature & wildlife settings and local outings in New Bern.

e Discounts: At redriverpaper.com/myclub, enter the club code “coastal”
when placing your order. The club also gets a commission each time
you order. Ballantyne Framing and Art in New Bern offers a 15% artist
discount to active CPC members.

Stay Connected

Facebook users, join our members only group
and feel free to ask questions and/or advice from
your fellow photographers, as well as share your
images. Look for details in the weekly club emails.

2025-26 Club Officers &
Board Members

Elected Officers
President
Karl Mielenhausen

Vice President
Ken Payne

Secretary
Arlene Edwards

Treasurer
Diana Snyder

Standing Committee Chairs

Special Events &
Community Service
Allen Stroud

Marketing & Public Relations
Alan Welch

Competition
Genevieve Rudock

Membership
Alan Yoder

Field Trips & Outings
Robbin Haigler

Members at Large

John Steady
Joe Barta IV

Coastal Photo Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 585
New Bern, NC 28563-0585

cpcnewbern@gmail.com
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