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Season’s greetings. Hopefully, 2025 has been
kind to you and your loved ones. Cheers to a

Prosperous and Happy New Year throughout
2026!

| am so pleased to be a member of the
Coastal Photo Club, a group that remains
active and relevant at a time when so many
organizations are finding it difficult to attract
and retain members.

Enthusiasm for the club was especially
evident at our recent holliday party (aka
the December meeting) attended by 34
members. I've heard several members
remark on how they love the club because
of the photography opportunities and the
camaraderie provided. That is wonderful to
hear!

I'm not a huge fan of New Year resolutions,
but | do have one for you to consider. Might |
suggest that each of us find just one way we
might make our club more valuable?

That could be volunteering at a community
service event, coordinating a field trip,
presenting an educational topic at a future
meeting, authoring a newsletter article, or
even something as simple as suggesting a
photo pop-up event. Typically, a few do most
of the work, and we need to change that.

Remember, CPC is much more than
meetings and field trips. Take advantage of
the member galleries to showcase your work
and be inspired by other members.

Explore the monthly newsletters for tips,
ideas, and inspiration. Attend our informal
gatherings (Coffee & Cameras and the

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Karl Mielenhausen, President - Coastal Photo Club

Camera Café) to chat with fellow members
who share your passion for photography.

| hope you include being an active member
with CPC during 2026 is on your personal
“To Do” list and that we'll see you out and
about shooting with us! ~ Karl
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Topic: Wildlife or Creatures

Our judges scored 42 color images from 24 photographers. All images can be found at coastalphotoclub.com. CPC
members can visit the "Members Only" tab to see all the images with scores and judges' comments.

%

"Skink Family"
by Richard Macquade by Genevieve Rudock

"Oh, So You Want a Shot, Well Take This"
by Joe Barta IV

"Just a Bee Doin' Bee Things"
by Rick Gourley

"That Look"
by Doug West
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https://cpccompetitions.weebly.com/results-nov-2025-color.html

Topic: Wildlife or Creatures

Our judges scored 24 monochrome images from 14 photographers. All images can be found at coastalphotoclub.
com. CPC members can visit the "Members Only" tab to see all the images with scores and judges' comments.

"Early Morning with the Herd"

" Ethereal Bul" by Rick Gourley

by Genevieve Rudock

IIChippyll
by Doug West

"Waiting for Breakfast"
by Ron Holloman
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https://cpccompetitions.weebly.com/results-nov-2025-mono.html
https://cpccompetitions.weebly.com/results-nov-2025-mono.html

From thelMembers

How the Heck Did You Get That Shot?

by Genevieve Rudock,
Competition Committee Chair

This month's, "How Did You Get That Shot" comes
from several of our fall print competition winners.
This year’s competition was excellent. The quality and
variety of images highlighted the diversity, creativity,
and skill of the members.

Alan Welch: Dark Piper
- Awarded Best in Show

Alan chose his image from a series taken during a live
music performance celebrating the Battle of Moore's
Creek. Anyone who has photographed during live
music performances knows how challenging they can
be. Light is constantly changing, backgrounds are not
necessarily what you want, and subjects are focused
on their performance not on you and your camera.

Alan recalled that

the day provided a
"plethora of wonderful
images,” but this was
one of two that he felt
were “standouts that

| was lucky enough to
capture." | think luck
had very little to do
with it, more Alan’s /

skill. Dark Piper was photographed at Moore’s Creek
Battlefield Park during a celebration of the 300th
anniversary of the battle on Feb. 24, 2013. The image
was created with a Canon 60D camera, a Canon
70-200mm f/4 lens hand held using natural light at
1/200th /4 ISO 1000 pattern metering.

The performance was under an open shelter which
shaded the bright overhead sun and allowed a strong
side lighting effect to be captured. Alan processed
the image as a monochrome feeling it would give

the image a greater impact. His Best in Show award
confirmed his choice.

Joe Barta IV: Bass-ic Black
- Honorable Mention

This photograph is a dramatic portrait of young
musician Haselden “"Hasee” Ciaccio and her upright
bass, captured in the middle of a performance.

"I had been invited
by the regional

arts council to
photograph a
music festival in
Louisburg, N.C.
After shooting a
few bands from
the front of house
and the orchestra
pit, | decided to
slip backstage.
While | was in the
wings getting a few
shots of the MC, he
introduced the next
act, “The Barefoot
Movement.” As

the performers
made their way to
the stage, | heard a polite, "Excuse me” behind me.

| turned to see a petite, barefoot young woman —
barely five feet tall — wrangling a towering seven-foot
upright bass.

"Suddenly, the traditional music show became far
more visually interesting, and | knew there was a
strong image waiting to be found. Once she stepped
onstage and set up her bass, the lighting came up: a
perfect 45-degree beam from the upper left. It created
a dramatic scene, but also a tough, low-light shooting
situation. She wore a black dress against a black
backdrop, illuminated by a single light, and she was
constantly moving as she played.

"l was shooting with a Nikon D60 at the time, still using
the Tamron 70-300mm lens | had mounted while
photographing from the back of the theater, which
gave an effective focal length of 450mm. Working in
manual mode, | adjusted shutter speed and ISO to
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get the exposure where | needed it, then focused my
attention on composition. The final image was taken
at 1/100 sec, /5.6, ISO 400 at 300mm. With the heavy
lens extended that far, | don't think | breathed while
pressing the shutter, just trying to keep everything
steadly.

"What proved most challenging was waiting for her
head to settle into the right position. As she played,
she often leaned in close to the bass to hear herself
better, and from my angle it looked awkward. |
waited until the moment her head stilled in just the
right place while her hands kept moving across the
instrument — and that's when | captured the shot.

"After the band'’s set, | found Hasee backstage and
showed her the photo on my camera. She was thrilled,
saying that Bluegrass musicians rarely get images like
that. Months later, | tracked the group down at another
performance and surprised her with a large print of
the portrait. The rest of the band was jealous."

Genevieve Rudock: If Grief Were a Dalhia
- Honorable Mention

This image was photographed in Eisenhower Park,
Long Island, New York, within the renowned Paul
Callahan Dalhia Garden. This garden, a popular
spot for photographers, features over 400 dahlia
varieties, including a dedicated pink bed for breast
cancer awareness, with peak blooms occurring

in July and August. The wealth of subjects offers
endless photographic potential. While the vibrant
colors of dahlias might suggest a color image, the
conversion to monochrome was a deliberate artistic
choice. It allowed for a focus on the intricate details
and textures of the petals, which took on a profound,
different feel without color distractions.

The title, "If Grief
Were a Dahlia," was
inspired by a dear
friend who tragically
lost her son. When
selecting this

image for our print
competition, the
thought occurred:
the beauty in

her life must feel utterly devoid of color, paralleling
the image's monochromatic tone. The image was
captured using a Nikon D4 DSLR and a Nikkor 105mm
/2.8 macro lens. Key settings were /10, 1/15 second,
and ISO 200, with the camera mounted on a tripod.

Low ISO: Kept noise to a minimum, an important
consideration in 2014 when post-processing noise
reduction was less advanced. In addition, the day it
was captured the sky was overcast and cloudy.

Tripod and Shutter Speed: Allowed for a slower
shutter speed of 1/15, enabling the selection of
/10 for a greater depth of field, which is particularly
challenging in macro photography where depth of
field is inherently limited.

Composition: A very tight crop was employed

both in-camera and refined in post-production to
ensure the flower stood out prominently without any
distractions. A gray boarder with a black stroke was
added in Photoshop. The conversion from color to
monochrome was executed using the favored tool Nik
filter Silver Efex, a straightforward process with
powerful results.

Wanda Rodriguez: Bison in the Morning Mist
Honorable Mention

Wanda captured this image early on a Saturday
morning, intentionally seeking the solitude

before the rush of visitors arrived this past June at
Yellowstone National Park. The rising sun illuminating
the bison through the mist over the lake created a
perfect, fleeting scene that Wanda knew she had to
photograph.

This photograph features only minimal adjustments,
as Wanda is dedicated to preserving the authenticity
and natural integrity of her shots. The image was
captured with a Nikon Z28 mirrorless camera with a
Nikkor 180-600mm lens. Wanda shoots in manual and
chose the settings of /8, 1/80 and ISO 320. The image
was hand held utilizing only the natural light available.
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Member Gallery - Chuck Brant “

Union Point Park Holiday Lights & New Bern Scavenger Hunt "
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Member Gallery - Doug Carawan

Union Point Park Holiday Lights & New Bern Scavenger Hunt
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Member Gallery - Doug Carawan

Pungo National Wildlife Refuge
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Member Gallery - Robbin Haigler “

New Bern Holiday Activities "
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Member Gallery - Robbin Haigler

New Bern Scavenger Hunt

December 2025
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Member Gallery - Dave Hilbert

Downtown New Bern Air Show & Tryon Palace Fireworks
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Treasurer’s Report

November 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE: $7,193.81

DEPOSITS: $50.00
Memberships (2) $50.00

EXPENSES: $159.32
Judge Stipend $50.00
Judge Stipend $50.00
Judges Lunches $34.62
Constant Contact $24.70

ENDING BALANCE: $7,084.49

fiowsand voris Ol CPC Newsletter Archive

Missed a previous issue?
The last 12 months of CPC
Newsletters are available
online.

A Thousand Words is the
|| monthly digital newsletter
2 emailed free to members

and friends of the CPC. Items
highlighting the activities of the club, news,
opportunities, and awards, as well as member-
submitted items related to the photography field
are encouraged and welcomed. The experience
and accomplishments of our members are
diverse, but we encourage learning and sharing.
Members' photos for our club gallery are
especially encouraged. All image rights reserved
by the photographers.

About the Photographic Society
of America (PSA)

The Photographic Society

of America (PSA) founded
PSA in 1934, is a world-wide
Photographic organization providing

Society of

] abundant resources for
America

photographers, from the
novice to the professional.

Membership is in over 80 countries, 5,000
members, 460 Camera Clubs and 11 Chapters
across the United States.

Coastal Photo Club is a member of PSA. A
benefit we are receiving is a professional judge
evaluating/critiquing the monthly mini comps.
Members are finding these comments quite
helpful with their images as well as images of
others in the competition.

You may want to consider joining this
organization as an individual as a viable
option in training for you. Annual individual
digital membership is only $45. Benefits of
membership include:

Study Groups

Online Photography Classes
Webinars

Personal Gallery Page
Individual Competitions
Member Discounts
PSA-Recognized Exhibitions
Photography Recognition
Society Recognition
Monthly Journal

Mentors and Consultants

Visit PSA Online or Facebook
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https://psa-photo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=678286964327066&set=a.553486123473818&type=3&ref=embed_page
https://www.coastalphotoclub.com/newsletter-archive.html

About the Coastal Photo Club
Aspire ® Learn ¢ Develop
We provide a variety of opportunities for our members with the hope

that each member will find something of interest. The best way to
improve your photography is to get out and shoot. All of our activities

and community service projects are designed to help our members learn.

There are a lot of experiences for you to get involved in. We hope to see
you at some of them.

Member Benefits

* Web Portfolio: Display and edit your portfolio at no charge on the CPC
web site.

e Competition: Challenge yourself and receive feedback on your work
through monthly competitions available only to members. Two juried
competitions annually.

e Instruction: In-house, hands-on workshops with experts and novices,
and presentations by visiting pros make meetings interesting and useful.

e Exhibit Your Work: The CPC is regularly invited to mount exhibits in
galleries and other public venues. Usually, you can offer your prints for
sale.

e Service: Give back to the community by doing what you love. CPC
members have the opportunity to volunteer as photographers for local
nonprofit events and organizations.

e Free Newsletter: Our monthly newsletter offers photography tips and
event information. Submit your own images for publication.

e Field Trips: Enhance and practice your skills in new settings. Group
travel makes it fun and affordable. Past trips include Historical North
Carolina towns, nature & wildlife settings and local outings in New Bern.

e Discounts: At redriverpaper.com/myclub, enter the club code “coastal”
when placing your order. The club also gets a commission each time
you order. Ballantyne Framing and Art in New Bern offers a 15% artist
discount to active CPC members.

Stay Connected

Facebook users, join our members only group
and feel free to ask questions and/or advice from
your fellow photographers, as well as share your
images. Look for details in the weekly club emails.

2025-26 Club Officers &
Board Members

Elected Officers
President
Karl Mielenhausen

Vice President
Ken Payne

Secretary
Arlene Edwards

Treasurer
Diana Snyder

Standing Committee Chairs

Special Events &
Community Service
Allen Stroud

Marketing & Public Relations
Alan Welch

Competition
Genevieve Rudock

Membership
Alan Yoder

Field Trips & Outings
Robbin Haigler

Members at Large

John Steady
Joe Barta IV

Coastal Photo Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 585
New Bern, NC 28563-0585

cpcnewbern@gmail.com
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