
C o a s t a l  P h o t o  C l u b  N e w s l e t t e r      •      N e w  B e r n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a      •      D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4

COASTAL PHOTO CLUB

December 2024 Newsletter

Bird Yoga
by Evie Henderson
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Greetings, everyone.

I’m going to close 2024 with a plea for more 
participation from you, our members. I know 
it’s the same song and dance once again, but 
as I have said before, “so few are doing so 
much”.

It’s time to commit a little time to 
participation, helping with one of our 
standing committees, and perhaps help 
spread some photography love around 
because the Coastal Photo Club has so much 
to offer you.

The objective of this Club shall be to bring 
together persons who are interested in 
acquiring and developing an appreciation of 
the art and techniques of photography. 

While the purpose and objectives in our 
bylaws showcase six means to accomplish 
this, I want to highlight #6: Giving back 
to the community through photography-
related service projects.

Special Events and Community Service is 
a standing committee of the Coastal Photo 
Club. Responsibilities of the committee 
include: identifying, arranging, and 
facilitating special events for the club such 
as showings and displays; coordinating 
special events with other committees; and 
developing and executing opportunities to 
CPC to serve the community.

Gone are the days of nursing homes, veteran 
homes and the Howell Center – our primary 
requests for assistance prior to COVID. We 
now have a calendar of annual events that 
are a much different avenue.

See the entire list at the bottom of this page. 
Photos of some of our past larger events can 
be seen HERE. 

Two new opportunities are in the works with 
the New Bern Preservation Foundation and 
the Atlantic Dance Theater. 

All of the organizations we work with are 
local nonprofits meeting our criteria for 
community service and most are just wanting 
documentation of the day’s events beyond 
the images captured with cell phones.

Our “what’s in it for me?” is the opportunity 
to learn / hone / expand your photographic 
skills. Any of our members may participate in 
any of these events no matter your skill level.

Please note that some are more challenging 
than others, but assistance is provided by an 
experienced photographer at each occasion. 
Speaking from personal experience, 
something new is always gained to be used 
in a personal photo shoot in the future.

https://www.coastalphotoclub.com/community-service.html
https://newbernpf.org
https://atlanticdancetheatre.org
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Annual special events include the Bank of 
the Arts Banner Project (details in January), 
the photo exhibit in the Pavilion at Carolina 
Colours (details in February) and the Bank of 
the Arts photo exhibit in September (details 
in July). May I suggest looking through your 
files now to be ready when the information 
and deadlines are sent via our Weekly 
Tuesday email updates?

Here is the bottom line and purpose for 
providing this information to you at this time:

1. We need more participation from our 
members to provide the best customer 
service in these opportunities already before 
us.

2. Rick Meyer, our current chairman has 
resigned his position as of January 1, 2025 
after serving on the board in various roles for 
14 years. A dedicated individual is needed at 
this time to fulfill this position (not necessarily 
for 14 years). 

As you can see it’s already a busy schedule 
and we are not actively soliciting for more 
events. We need someone willing to follow-
up, communicate and coordinate with the 
organizations already on our schedule. This 
is a board position so you will have plenty of 
guidance and support and I will be glad to 
answer any questions you may have!

** Bylaws may be reviewed HERE

These are our current annual community events 
for 2025 that need your participation to be 
successful. Dates and details are shared in the 
Tuesday email updates as well as the SignUp 
Genius pages at least three weeks in advance. 
Our club has over 100 members at this time and 
to say it bluntly, “there is no need for the same 
3-4 members having to show up at every event to 
meet these commitments.” So I ask, “Won’t you 
consider doing your part and signing up for one 
or two events this upcoming year”?

January 
New Bern Preservation Foundation

February 
Bank of the Arts Banner Project

March 
New Bern Historical Society Lantern Tour 
Outdoor Photos

April 
Time to Change the Carolina Colours Exhibit 
Tryon Civitans Golf Tournament

June 
Journey of Hope Golf Tournament

August 
New Bern Resolves

September 
Bank of the Arts Photo Exhibit 
MS Bike Ride 
Folds of Honor Golf Tournament 
Crop Hunger Walk

October 
Historical Society Ghost Walk Outdoor Photos

November 
Veterans’ Stand Down

December 
New Bern Civitan’s SantaLand Photos with Santa

https://cpcmembersonly.weebly.com/uploads/1/6/3/9/16390820/bylaws_as_of_2021-11-13_-_committees_modified_8-2023___5-2024.pdf
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Evie Henderson's image, "Bird Yoga" was included among other art entries accepted 
by Kakalak Poetry Anthology for their 2024 publication which just arrived in mail this 
week.

Accolades
& Awards
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Panoramas
by Tom McCabe
Panorama images are a great way to capture an 
expansive landscape. Panoramas are created 
from a series of overlapping images across 
a scene in order to capture the whole scene. 
Panoramas are not difficult to capture, but there 
are a few things you’ll need.
Tripod. A good, sturdy tripod.
Panning Head. There are a lot of different kinds. 
Most ball heads will pan.

L Bracket. This isn’t really necessary unless you 
are registering the nodal point of the lens (see 
below). It will also help to steady the tripod when 
shooting vertical. L Brackets are usually specific 
to a particular camera, though there are universal 
brackets available.

Capturing the Panorama
One of the main keys to success is to ensure the 
tripod is level and stays level throughout the 
swing. The proper alignment of each image with 
the successive image depends on the tripod 
being level. The actual alignment is done in 
Photoshop but there will be anomalies if the 
tripod isn’t level. 
Shoot in raw in order to capture as much detail 
as possible. I’ve found it helps me in post- 
production to take a photo of my hand in front of 
the lens before I take the first image, and again 
after I take the last image. This helps me know 
where I started and ended my approach to a 
particular scene.
For the most part you will be shooting a 
landscape when you are creating a panorama 
image, though it’s useful in other genres as 
well. Regardless, all the standard landscape 
photography practices apply. I recommend using 
an aperture no wider than f11; I usually shoot at 
f22. 
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Remember, we read left to right. When shooting 
a panorama, it’s best to shoot it that way with one 
exception. If the clouds are moving right to left, 
shoot it that way.
Focus about 1/3 of the way into the scene, which 
will be very close to the hyperfocal distance. The 
hyperfocal distance: “The technical definition is 
the closest focusing distance that allows objects 
at infinity to be acceptably sharp”. (Photography 
Life; Aug 2023).
Overlap. For the best result overlap each image 
by at least one third. This gives Photoshop plenty 
of features common to each individual image with 
which to align the images to the final product.
Shoot with portrait (vertical) orientation. Shooting 
in landscape orientation works as well, but in 
portrait orientation you have better choices as to 
how much foreground and sky you might want to 
include. The image below was shot vertically with 
10 images. I captured this image in Yosemite in 
2017.

The image below depicts eight of the 10 images I 
captured to make the final panorama.

Since a consistent depth of field is essential to 
a successful panorama image, I usually use the 
Aperture Priority Mode on my cameras. So long 
as the light is consistent it works fine. However, I 
also recommend shooting in manual so long as 
the plane of focus doesn’t change.
Using a prime lens is helpful, though not 
required. A prime lens will prevent the lens from 
accidentally changing focal length.
Once I finish the shoot and I have all the images 
I want from a scene, I load them into Photoshop. 
The only initial editing I do is in Adobe Camera 
Raw. After initial editing I open them and save 
them in a separate file as TIFFs.
Open Photoshop, and go to the options bar 
across the top. Click on File > scroll to the fifth 
section down to Automate > and in the flyout 
menu click on Photomerge. The layout default is 
Auto and that’s fine. Browse to the file of images 
you’ve saved for the panorama and load them. 
Once the files are loaded, click OK and let it run. 
It will take a while to render the image into a 
panorama. Each of the files will become a layer in 
the layers palette and an uncropped image will 
open.
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The image can then be flattened and saved as a 
panorama. Now is when I will crop out unused 
parts of the image and create the final panorama 
image. At this point I will do my final edits and 
enhancements and add the finishing touches.
Panoramas can be captured without the use of 
a tripod, however as you move across the scene 
keeping the camera level becomes a challenge 
and thus, I don’t recommend it.

The Nodal Point
The above method for capturing panoramas 
works very well. There is a more precise way but 
requires an expense beyond the basic camera 
equipment described above. 
Finding the nodal point of the lens. The nodal 
point of the lens is the exact optical center of the 
lens elements and requires a Nodal Slider and 
two vertical reference elements. The elements can 
be anything: trees, poles, light stands, etc. The 
nodal slider is mounted on the panning device 
and the camera mounted on the slider.

With the camera mounted as shown, swing the 
camera back and forth and look for separation 
between the two vertical elements. Move the 
slider forward or backward until you reach a point 
where there is no visible separation between the 
two vertical elements as you move from side to 
side. Note the number on the side of the slider 
where is lines up with the center reference mark 
on the panning device. That is the nodal point of 
the lens. I place a label on the lens somewhere 
with that number.  Nodal sliders are readily 
available for as little as $25.00 and as much as 
$200 on B&H in New York.

Enjoy!
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December Brunch Meeting
Photos by Alan Yoder
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Member Gallery – Doug Carawan
Beaufort Pirate Invasion
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Member Gallery – Doug Carawan
Cedar Island Field Trip
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Member Gallery – Robbin Haigler
New Bern Christmas Flotilla
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Member Gallery – Robbin Haigler
New Bern Christmas Parade & Tree Lighting
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Member Gallery – Dave Hilbert
New Bern Christmas Flotilla
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Member Gallery – Dave Hilbert
Downtown New Bern Airshow
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Member Gallery – Dave Hilbert
Tryon Palace Fireworks
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Member Gallery – Alan Yoder
Cedar Island Field Trip
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Did You Know?

•	 We have a members only web page accessible on coastalphotoclub.com?
•	 Details for CPC Members can be found in our Weekly Email Updates?
•	 Coastal Photo Club meets on the second Saturday of every month (except October 

when it is changed to the third Saturday)?
•	 Club members gather monthly for informal sessions on topics of their choice? 

Coffee & Cameras on the FIRST Wednesday of every month. Camera Cafe on the 
LAST Wednesday of every month (see weekly email updates for details).

•	 Mini Comp submissions are now due on the 20th of each month? Judging of mini 
comps is to be completed by the Monday before our monthly meeting.

•	 The CPC Monthly Newsletter is more interesting when you submit content? Email 
your images and/or articles to Dave Hilbert by the Monday after the monthly 
meeting. For example, if a club meeting occurs on Saturday, April 10, the deadline 
for the April newsletter would be Monday, April 12.

•	 Members are welcomed and encouraged to submit up to three photo galleries for 
each newsletter issue. Please limit each gallery to a maximum of five images.

•	 Our Members Only Facebook Page allows you to post photos that you would like to 
have others comment on, critique, or make other suggestions for improvements?

•	 We are currently seeking volunteers to include board positions, as well as occasional 
needs and committee members. You do not have to be a professional photographer 
to be a volunteer. Our growing club needs your help to keep it successful. Let us 
know how you would like to help by sending an email to cpcnewbern@gmail.com, or 
speak to any board member at the next monthly meeting.
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Membership
Benefits
• Web portfolio: Display and edit your 
portfolio at no charge on the CPC web 
site. 

• Competition: Challenge yourself and 
receive feedback on your work through 
monthly competitions available only 
to members. Two juried competitions 
annually. 

• Instruction: In-house, hands-on 
workshops with experts and novices, 
and presentations by visiting pros make 
meetings interesting and useful. 

• Exhibit your work: The CPC is regularly 
invited to mount exhibits in galleries and 
other public venues. Usually, you can 
offer your prints for sale. 

• Service: Give back to the community 
by doing what you love. CPC members 
have the opportunity to volunteer as 
photographers for local nonprofit events 
and organizations. 

• Free newsletter: Our monthly 
newsletter offers photography tips and 
event information. Submit your own 
images for publication. 

• Field trips: Enhance and practice your 
skills in new settings. Group travel makes 
it fun and affordable. Past trips include 
Historical North Carolina towns, nature & 
wildlife settings and local outings in New 
Bern. 

• Discounts: At redriverpaper.com/
myclub, enter the club code “coastal” 
when placing your order. The club also 
gets a commission each time you order. 
Ballantyne Framing and Art in New Bern 
offers a 15% artist discount to active CPC 
members.

Coastal Photo Club News is the monthly newsletter emailed free to 
members and friends of the CPC. Items highlighting the activities of the 
club, news, opportunities, and awards, as well as items related to the 
photography field submitted by members are encouraged and welcomed. 
The experience and accomplishments of our members are diverse, but we 
encourage learning and sharing. Members’ photos for our Club Gallery are 
especially encouraged. All image rights reserved by the photographers.

2024-25 Club Officers & Board Members
President	 Vice President
Robbin Haigler 	 Doug Carawan

Secretary	 Membership	
Genevieve Rudock	 Alan Yoder     

Treasurer	 Field Trips & Outings	
Frank Davis	 Ron Holloman    

Competition	 Marketing & PR
Karl Mielenhausen	 Alan Welch		

Special Events &	 Members-at-Large
Community Service	 John Steady
(position open)		

Past President	
Bob Dumon	
	

About the Coastal Photo Club
Aspire  •  Learn  •  Develop
We provide a variety of opportunities for our members with the 
hope that each member will find something of interest. The best 
way to improve your photography is to get out and shoot. All of 
our activities and community service projects are designed to help 
our members learn. There are a lot of experiences for you to get 
involved in. We hope to see you at some of them.

Coastal Photo Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 585 
New Bern, NC 28563-0585
cpcnewbern@gmail.com

mailto:cpcnewbern%40gmail.com?subject=
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252.321.8888
3701 Charles Boulevard, Suite 100
Greenville

Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9-6
Saturday: 10-3
Closed Sunday

asapphoto.com

ASAP Photo's goal is to equip and inspire you to use 
photography, videography and audio to capture 
meaningful moments in life. To stay up-to-date with 
special offers and new product releases subscribe 
HERE for their newsletter.

Stay Connected
Facebook users, join our 
members only group and 
feel free to ask questions 
and/or advice from your 
fellow photographers, as 
well as share your images
Look for details in the 
weekly club emails.

Treasurer’s Report - November 2024

BEGINNING BALANCE:	 $7,083.58

DEPOSITS:	 65.00
 	 Membership (11/12/24)	 $25.00
	 Membership (11/22/24)	 $40.00

EXPENSES:	 $166.01
	 Ed Macomber (fall print judge)	 $50.00
	 Erin Kerns (fall print judge)	 $50.00
	 Judges Lunch	 $44.16
	 Constant Contact	 $21.85

ENDING BALANCE:	 $6,982.57

NURSING HOME RESERVE: 	 $1.00

AVAILABLE FUNDS: 	 $6,981.57

Submitted by Frank Davis 12/13/24

CPC Newsletter Archive 
Missed a previous issue? The last 
12 months of CPC Newsletters are 
available online.

Member Photo Gallery Submissions
Submitted photos should be in .jpg format. Please 
label your file with the title of your photo. Titles add 
context or meaning to your photo. (Example: Jane 
Doe_Fall Leaves.jpg). Please send photos at 72 ppi 
and 1,440 pixels on longest side to Dave Hilbert 
(email address available in CPC newsletter and 
emails)
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Monthly Newsletter

“In photography there are no shadows that cannot be illuminated.”
– August Sander

COASTAL PHOTO CLUB

May 2021

Photo by Alan Welch – "The Moon and Six Pines"

http://asapphoto.com
https://www.asapphoto.com/
http://www.coastalphotoclub.com/newsletter-archive.html
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About the Photographic Society 
of America (PSA)

The Photographic Society 
of America (PSA) founded 
in 1934, is a world-wide 
organization providing 
abundant resources for 
photographers, from the 
novice to the professional. 

Membership is in over 80 countries, 5,000 
members, 460 Camera Clubs and 11 Chapters 
across the United States.

Coastal Photo Club is a member of PSA. A 
benefit we are receiving is a professional judge 
evaluating/critiquing the monthly mini comps. 
Members are finding these comments quite 
helpful with their images as well as images 
of others in the competition. You may want 
to consider joining this organization as an 
individual as a viable option in training for you.

Annual individual digital membership is only 
$45.

Benefits of membership include:

•	 Study Groups
•	 Online Photography Classes
•	 Webinars
•	 Personal Gallery Page
•	 Individual Competitions 
•	 Member Discounts
•	 PSA-Recognized Exhibitions
•	 Photography Recognition
•	 Society Recognition
•	 Monthly Journal
•	 Mentors and Consultants

Visit PSA Online or Facebook

Ballantyne Framing & Art, now owned and 
operated by Rachel Burger after the
retirement of Mary Kay and Marianne.

•	 All pieces are handled in-house and never 
shipped to a different location for framing. 
Moulding is cut and assembled on-site

•	 Wide variety of moulding to choose from —
wood and metal available

•	 All work mounted and matted using acid free 
materials

•	 Standard glass used is Conservation Clear 
glass —99% UV protective - museum glass and 
acrylic options are available at additional cost.

•	 All artists receive a 15% discount when 
bringing in their own work to have framed.

•	 All pricing includes custom frame, mounting 
materials, glass, backing paper, hanging 
hardware and glass spacers

https://psa-photo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=678286964327066&set=a.553486123473818&type=3&ref=embed_page

